
Does your softener 
look like this? 

If so, you’re almost certainly using 
WAY too much salt. 

 

But there’s an easy fix… 

Almost all modern softener controllers 
meter how much water has been used and 
soften only when necessary. 
 
However, your Fleck 5600 Timed 
Controller automatically regenerates the 
softener tank resin after a set number of 
days … whether or not you’ve used any 
water.  In the past, installers often just set 
them to regenerate every 3 days.  For the 
large majority of households in Merrimac, 
regenerating every 6-12 days would be 
more than sufficient.   
 
The Village of Merrimac – like many many 
of our neighboring communities – is trying 
to reduce the amount of salt we all use.  
That’s because the “chlorides” in salt can 
harm the groundwater, lakes, and rivers.  
 
Feel free to call Village Hall (493-2122).  
We’ll check your water usage and softener 
settings to give you a recommendation.  
 
For a detailed guide on your timed 
softener, simply google: “Fleck 5600 easy 
programming guide.”  Or check out the 
resources on our website: 
Merrimacwi.gov/softeners  

 

 

 


